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The British countryside, and more particularly lowland
England, is enjoying unparalled prosperity. Newlythatched cottages, gleaming Range Rovers, 300 horse
power tractors, and rolling seas of subsidised wheat and
barley testify that the countryside harbours a great deal of
wealth. However this opulence is not shared by everyone
who lives there; it masks an obstinate persistence of ageold inequalities, and a significant level of what is now
termed “hidden poverty”.

caravans, out-buildings or similar structures. Increasing
numbers are buying small plots of land in an effort to
engage with the natural world and stake a claim in the
rural economy.
The root cause of the gap between urban and rural
wages lies in the fact that the rural economy, reliant on
the dispersed production of primary commodities, is
vulnerable to competition from global markets and to
aggressive price bargaining from cartels of processors and
distributors (supermarkets) — whereas large sections of
the urban service economy are immune from these forces.
This explains why less than ten per cent of earnings from
the UK food industry go to UK farmers and fishermen.4

People living in the countryside in lowland England on
average earn about £90 per week more than people living
in urban areas.1 On the other hand people working in
all rural areas earn on average about £90 per week less
than people working in urban areas.2 The reason for this
apparent paradox is that large numbers of wealthy people
who live in the country earn their living in the city. The
countryside does not currently generate wealth, it imports
it, and it imports the people who earn it.

Since the repeal of the Corn Laws in the 1840s neither
liberal nor socialist governments have been keen to protect
land-based industries from market forces, though for
completely different ideological reasons. Only after the
second world war, when food and timber security issues
became paramount, was it felt necessary to support
agricultural and forestry production through subsidies
which in recent decades have been provided through the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). Since then, CAP
subsidies have helped the UK maintain a modicum of
food production by compensating for exposure to a global
free market.5 But they have failed to raise rural wages to
the level of urban wages and have instead exacerbated
inequalities within the rural economy.

The influx of wealthy incomers to the countryside is
sometimes applauded on the grounds that they spread
money around the local economy, and this is indeed the
case insofar as they buy local foods, and employ local
builders and services. However their wealth has also allowed
them to buy up huge swathes of rural infrastructure, with
the result that the price of houses, agricultural buildings
and small parcels of land has rocketed out of the reach of
many people who both live and work in the countryside,
whose wages, despite the largesse of the incomers, remain
below the national average. Young people born in the
countryside often find they have no choice but to move
to the city to earn enough money to pay for their
accommodation.3

Although they were originally linked to productivity, CAP
subsidies are now doled out according to the acreage of

Moreover not all incomers are wealthy. Some migrate
to the countryside seeking outdoor or manual work
that they find more congenial than the predominantly
sedentary jobs on offer in
cities. Incomers
dependent on low rural wages can be at an additional
disadvantage, since they do not have the benefit of kin
and community support, and they will not be eligible
for affordable housing until they have been settled
in a locality for some time. Such people often find
themselves living in breach of planning regulations in
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land owned, irrespective of whether or not it is being
productively farmed. There is no mechanism within the
CAP system, as applied in the UK, to ensure that payments
are used to generate employment, or that it is the people
actually working the land who are the recipients. On the
contrary immediate beneficiaries are mostly landowners,
while the ultimate beneficiaries are supermarkets who can
use the subsidies to pay lower prices for the goods they
buy. As profit margins on agricultural produce dwindle to
ludicrously small percentages,6 farms have to expand to
survive and subsidies are used to secure loans and invest in
ever larger labour-saving machinery to cope with the extra
acres. The bulk of the CAP subsidies, currently worth
£3 billion,7 go to a diminishing number of landowners,
around 40,000 of whom are estimated to own half of all
the land in Britain.8 Meanwhile, innumerable small family
farms have disappeared, swallowed up by industrially
farmed holdings increasingly controlled by corporations.9
Since the second world war, successive governments have
done little to halt the loss of family farms, or to question the
blatantly inequitable flow of CAP subsidies. Rural policy
under both Labour and Conservative administrations has
been overwhelmingly influenced by the Country Land
and Business Association (CLA) and the National Farmers
Union (NFU). Both organizations represent the interests
of a tiny number of people — considerably less than the
one per cent that proverbially constitutes the capitalist elite
— who between them own two thirds of Britain’s land.

of landownership. That is not to suggest that either of
these can be tackled head on through a programme of
protectionist measures and compulsory land redistribution:
the dogma of neoliberalism and the sanctity of property
are currently too entrenched. Rather we propose a menu
of practical steps which many people will find sensible
and uncontroversial but which collectively add up to a
SBEJDBMTIJGUJOSVSBMQPMJDZt

Any programme to reduce inequality in the countryside
needs to recognize its two root causes, namely exposure to
an unregulated free market, and the UK’s stilted pattern

STATISTICS AND REFERENCES
1. People living in villages and hamlets in lowland England
earn on average about £90 per week more than people living
in urban areas.

7. The 2.9 billion pounds handed out in CAP subsidies in 2014
UHSUHVHQWVSHUFHQWRIDOOWKHSURÀWPDGHE\8.IDUPV,WLV
more than the 2.4 billion pounds paid in wages to agricultural
workers.

2. People working in rural areas earn on average about £90
per week less than people working in urban areas.

8. The top 40,000 landowners in the UK (1 in 1,500 people) own
28 million acres between them, nearly half the country.

3. Although children under 15 make up about 18 per cent of
the population in both cities and countryside, the proportion
of 16-29 year olds in rural areas is only 13.5 per cent,
whereas in urban areas it is over 20 per cent.

,QWKHDYHUDJH8.IDUPZDVDFUHVE\LWZDV
226 acres — an increase of one third. The average for the whole
of Europe is 36 acres. Over the same period, 47,000 farms
disappeared, a 20 per cent decline. UK farms are bigger than in
any European country except the Czech Republic.

7KH8.·VDJULFXOWXUHDQGÀVKHULHVLQGXVWULHVFRPELQHG
generate less than 10 per cent of the total value added by
the UK food industry. More than six times as many people
are employed in catering and food retail as are employed in
DJULFXOWXUHDQGÀVKHULHV
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7KH8.ZDVSHUFHQWVHOIVXIÀFLHQWLQIRRGLQ7KLV
rose progressively to 78 per cent in 1984 since when it has
declined to the current level of 60 per cent.
7KHJURVVSURÀWIRUDIDUPHUIURPDNLORSLJVROG
at a farmgate price of £120, and providing perhaps £400
ZRUWKRISRUNLVMXVW 7KHJURVVSURÀWRQDNLOR
EURLOHUFKLFNHQLVSHQFH7KLVLVEHIRUHÀ[HGFRVWVVXFKDV
infrastructure costs, power and rent are deducted. The cost
of producing a litre of milk is 27 pence, whereas the price
paid as of September 2015 is estimated at 23 pence.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
"$$&4450-"/%
$BSSZPVUSFTFBSDIJOUPUIFFąFDUTPGUIF6,TQBUUFSOPGMBOEPXOFSTIJQ
1PMJDZ0CKFDUJWFT
4DPUMBOEIBTBMSFBEZFNCBSLFEVQPOBQSPDFTT
PGMBOESFGPSN*OFRVBMJUJFTPGMBOEPXOFSTIJQJO
UIFSFTUPGUIF6,BSFOPUBTTUBSLBTUIFZBSFJO
4DPUMBOE CVUDPODFOUSBUJPOPGMBOEPXOFSTIJQ
SFNBJOT WFSZ IJHI ǰF BWFSBHF GBSN IPMEJOH
JOUIF6,JTNPSFUIBOUJNFTBTMBSHFBTUIF
BWFSBHFIPMEJOHJOUIF&6 NFNCFSTPG
UIF$PVOUSZ-BOEBOE#VTJOFTT"TTPDJBUJPOPXO
BSPVOEIBMGPG&OHMBOEBOE8BMFTǰFJOJUJBM
QPMJDZ PCKFDUJWF TIPVME CF UP EFUFSNJOF XIBU
FąFDUUIJTTLFXFEQBUUFSOPGMBOEPXOFSTIJQIBT
POSVSBMQFPQMFTMJWFT

"DUJPO1PJOUT
t &OHMBOE  8BMFT BOE /PSUIFSO *SFMBOE HPWFSONFOUT
should appoint Land Reform Review Groups, similar
to that operating in Scotland, with a brief to examine
land ownership concentration, the amount of wealth and
power this confers on an elite minority, the extent to which
lack of access to land may cramp people’s aspirations and
opportunities, the impacts upon employment and the
rural economy, and ways in which access to land, both
rural and urban, could and should be improved.
tɨF-BOE3FHJTUSZTIPVMEOPUCFQSJWBUJ[FEɨFSFHJTUFS
of who owns which land should be completed, and made
easily and freely accessible on line. A cadastral map for
each municipality should be made publicly available at
council offices, as it is in countries such as France and
Spain.
tɨFTFMMPĊPGDPVOUZGBSNTTIPVMECFIBMUFE FYDFQU
where county farmland can be sold for development and
the proceeds used to acquire more or better land). Local
authorities should be re-empowered to acquire land
for rent to small-scale farmers and new entrants where
there is a proven need. Some county farms currently
selling produce at farm gate prices could be subdivided
and converted into smaller farms, processing and selling
directly to the local market.
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"(3*$6-563&
4VQQPSUIVNBOTDBMFGBSNJOHBDDFTTJCMFUPBXJEFSTFDUJPOPGUIFQPQVMBUJPO
1PMJDZ0CKFDUJWFT
'BNJMZ GBSNT BSF EFDMJOJOH JO OVNCFST 
DPNNFSDJBM GBSNT BSF CFDPNJOH MBSHFS BOE
JODSFBTJOHMZDPSQPSBUF FOUSZJOUPUIFJOEVTUSZJT
CFDPNJOHJODSFBTJOHMZEJĆDVMUBOEUIFBWFSBHF
BHFPGGBSNFSTJTXPSSZJOHMZIJHI"MMUIFTFUSFOET
OFFEUPCFDPNCBUUFECZQPMJDJFTUIBUQSPNPUF
B TVTUBJOBCMF  IVNBOTDBMF GBSNJOH JOEVTUSZ 
BDDFTTJCMFUPBXJEFSTFDUJPOPGUIFQPQVMBUJPO 
QSPWJEJOH NPSF FNQMPZNFOU GPS QFPQMF XIP
MJLF PVUEPPS  QIZTJDBM XPSL  BOE  TVQQPSUJOH
B NPSF WBSJFE BOE nPVSJTIJOH SVSBM FDPOPNZ
/BUJPOBMQMBOOJOHQPMJDZBOEMPDBMEFWFMPQNFOU
QMBOT TIPVME SFDPHOJ[F UIF WBMVF BOE QPUFOUJBM
WJBCJMJUZ PG TNBMMTDBMF GBSNT FNQMPZJOH BHSP
FDPMPHJDBMNFUIPETBOEQSPNPUFUIFNUISPVHI
TVQQPSUJWFQPMJDJFT

"DUJPO1PJOUT
t $PNNPO "HSJDVMUVSBM 1PMJDZ EJSFDU TVCTJEJFT TIPVME
be capped at €150,000 per individual farmer, releasing
an estimated £4million. The ceiling should be lowered
progessively over time to a level that supports a wider range
of thriving family farms.

t8IFSF6,GBSNFSTWJBCJMJUZJTUISFBUFOFECZJNQPSUT
of cheaper identical produce from abroad, and especially
where environmental, animal welfare or workers’ rights
standards in the exporting countries are lower than in
the UK, the government should seek to maintain prices
UISPVHIUIFVTFPGUBSJĊTBOETJNJMBSNFDIBOJTNT8IFSF
this conflicts with EU regulations or trade agreements,
such as TTIP, the government should assert its
sovereignty and (re)negotiate agreements that safeguard
UK rural livelihoods. By the same token the UK should
not seek to maintain the viability of its farming industry
by exporting or dumping subsidised produce that
undercuts farmers in developing countries.

t ɨF HPWFSONFOU TIPVME JNQMFNFOU "SUJDMF    PG
Regulation EC No 73/2009 which allows member countries
to refuse direct payments to landowners or occupiers who
are not “active farmers”, ie “whose agricultural activities
form only an insignificant part of [their] overall economic
activities”. On the other hand direct subsidies should
be made available to active farmers who farm less than
five hectares in the UK, who are currently excluded (in
contrast to farms of equivalent size in most other European
countries).

tɨFUISVTUPGQPMJDZTIPVMECFBHBJOTUUIFEFWFMPQNFOU
of unsustainable over-sized factory farms, particularly
where livestock are kept in cramped or inhumane
conditions. In planning applications for mega-farms,
adverse social impacts should be a material consideration,
including the likely impact upon the viability of smaller
farms and the resulting impact upon the rural economy.

tɨFHPWFSONFOUTIPVMEJNQMFNFOUUIF&63FEJTUSJCVUJWF
Payment Scheme which allows member states to redirect
30 per cent of total CAP payments to the first 30 hectares
of any farm; and the Small Farmer Scheme which provides
further support for smaller farms.

t *NQSPWF QVCMJD QSPDVSFNFOU PG HPPE RVBMJUZ MPDBM
food. Extend the Healthy Start food vouchers scheme
into a wider and more extensive programme similar
to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program in
the US that provides people on benefits with access to
fresh dairy, fruit and vegetables direct from farmers or
retailers.

t"QSPQPSUJPOPG1JMMBSGVOEJOHTIPVMECFEJSFDUFEUP
measures and infrastructure that support small-scale and
family farms, eg local processing co-operatives (such as are
widespread on the continent) local abattoirs, and centres
providing agro-ecological advice and services to land
managers.
t8IFSFGBSNFSTBSFWVMOFSBCMFUPBHHSFTTJWFQSJDJOHCZBO
oligopoly of processors and supermarkets, as for instance
in the dairy industry, the government should seek to
regulate prices, for example through an agency analogous
to the former Milk Marketing Board.

t 8PSL UPXBSET GPSNVMBUJOH B DSPTT TFDUPSBM  OBUJPOBM
food policy, which would address the varied aspects of
our food supply: price, health, farming and access.
5
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'BDJMJUBUFBąPSEBCMF TFMGCVJMEBOEMPXJNQBDUIPVTJOHPOUIFFEHF
PGSVSBMTFUUMFNFOUT
1PMJDZ0CKFDUJWF
*OB-BCPVSHPWFSONFOU$BCJOFUSFQPSUPO3VSBM
&DPOPNJFTOPUFEUIBUiMBSHFQBSUTPGSVSBM&OHMBOESJTL
CFDPNJOH UIF FYDMVTJWF QSFTFSWF PG UIF NPSF BćVFOU
TFDUJPOT PG UIF QPQVMBUJPOw 4JODF UIFO SVSBM IPVTJOH
QSJDFT IBWF SPDLFUFE  XIJMF UIF QSPWJTJPO PG DPVODJM
IPVTJOHBOEBąPSEBCMFIPVTJOHIBTCFFONJOJNBM BOE
XFMMCFMPXFWFOUIFMPXMFWFMTTFFOJOVSCBOBSFBT.BOZ
ZPVOH QFPQMF DBOOPU mOE BąPSEBCMF BDDPNNPEBUJPO
JOUIFJSOBUJWFWJMMBHF BOENBOZMPXJODPNFQFPQMFDBO
POMZmOESVSBMBDDPNNPEBUJPOCZMJWJOHJOCSFBDIPG
QMBOOJOHSFHVMBUJPOT UZQJDBMMZJOBOVOMBXGVMDBSBWBO
PS PVUCVJMEJOH ǰF UISVTU PG QMBOOJOH QPMJDZ TIPVME
CF UP GBWPVS BąPSEBCMF  MPX JNQBDU IPVTJOH JO UIF
DPVOUSZTJEF BOE UP QSFWFOU FYJTUJOH SVSBM CVJMEJOHT
CFJOHDPOWFSUFEJOUPVOBąPSEBCMFMVYVSZEXFMMJOHT

"DUJPO1PJOUT
t*ODSFBTFJOWFTUNFOUJODPVODJMIPVTJOHBOETPDJBMIPVTJOHJO
villages.
t.FBTVSFTTIPVMECFUBLFOUPFOTVSFUIBUSFDFOUMZJOUSPEVDFE
government support for self-build housing is focussed on
affordable housing, and not luxury housing. Single plot
exception sites for self build affordable housing (already a policy
in some local authorities) should become a national policy.
t 3VSBM FYDFQUJPO TJUFT TIPVME OPU BT BU QSFTFOU  CF BMMPXFE
exclusively for local people, although local people applying
should have priority.
t -PX JNQBDU BOEPS iPOF QMBOFU EFWFMPQNFOUw QPMJDJFT
DVSSFOUMZ JO GPSDF JO 8BMFT  TIPVME CF FYUFOEFE UP UIF SFTU
of the UK. Low impact co-housing projects with access to
some agricultural land should be permitted on the edge of
settlements. The “country house” exception policy in Para 55 of
the NPPF should be adjusted to allow outstandingly sustainable
developments, whether grand or modest.
t#BSODPOWFSTJPOTBOESFNPWBMPGBHSJDVMUVSBMUJFTPOEXFMMJOHT
should only be permitted for affordable housing.
tɨFEFmOJUJPOPGiBĊPSEBCMFw DVSSFOUMZQFSDFOUPGNBSLFU
price) should be lowered and linked to minimum wage levels —
ie to the ability to pay, rather than to the market.
t $PVODJM UBY PO TFDPOE IPNFT BOE WFSZ IJHI WBMVF IPNFT
TIPVMECFJODSFBTFE BTQBSUPGBSFCBOEJOHQSPDFTT8IFSFB
proliferation of second homes is causing problems, development
plans should be permitted to take measures to restrict them.
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&/&3(:
8PSLUPXBSETBTVTUBJOBCMFEFDFOUSBMJTFEFOFSHZTZTUFNCBTFEBSPVOE
DPNNVOJUZSFOFXBCMFFOFSHZTDIFNFT
1PMJDZ0CKFDUJWFT
ǰFDPVOUSZTJEFJTUIFTPVSDFPGNPTUPGPVS
SFOFXBCMF FOFSHZ  BOE UIFSFGPSF IBT B LFZ
SPMF UP QMBZ JO UIF ESJWF UP SFEVDF DBSCPO
FNJTTJPOT )PXFWFS UIF QSPmUT EFSJWFE
GSPN TVDI JOTUBMMBUJPOT IBWF TP GBS NPTUMZ
CFOFmUFE QSJWBUF MBOEPXOFST PGUFO WFSZ
XFBMUIZ POFT  XIJMF UIF DPTUT  JO UFSNT PG
MBOETDBQF JNQBDU  EJTSVQUJPO FUD BSF CPSOF
CZUIFMPDBMDPNNVOJUZ3BUJPOBMEFDJTJPOT
BCPVU SFOFXBCMF FOFSHZ JOTUBMMBUJPOT DBO
POMZ CF NBEF XIFO UIF DPNNVOJUZ XIJDI
CFBSTUIFTFDPTUTJTBMTPBCFOFmDJBSZPGUIF
TDIFNF

"DUJPO1PJOUT
t'VOETDVSSFOUMZBMMPDBUFEUPTVCTJEJTJOHOVDMFBSQPXFS
generation should instead be invested in (a) appropriate
renewable energy technologies (including energy storage
solutions) which can bring economic benefits to all
localities, and (b) energy efficiency measures, including
retrofitting insulation to rural buildings.
t"MMSVSBMMPDBMBVUIPSJUJFTUPTFUUBSHFUTXJUIJOUIFJSBSFB
for the reduction of carbon emissions through renewable
energy generation, including solar, wind and microhydro — especially community schemes; and through
energy saving measures such as insulation of buildings.
Government renewable energy subsidies to be linked to
the attainment of such targets.
tThe Localism Act to be amended so that land identified
in neighbourhood plans as an appropriate site for
renewable energy installations may be listed as an asset
of community value, subject to a right to bid, a right to
buy, or in certain circumstances, a compulsory purchase
order.
t"TJONBOZPUIFSDPVOUSJFT UIF6,TIPVMEJOUSPEVDFB
moratorium on fracking, as this technology increases the
total amount of fossil fuels available for extraction, and
is incompatible with pledges made at the Paris climate
talks.
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&/7*30/.&/5"-1305&$5*0/
3FXBSEXPSLFST OPUMBOEPXOFST GPSNBOBHJOHMBOEFDPMPHJDBMMZ
BOEQSPEVDUJWFMZ

1PMJDZ0CKFDUJWFT
&OWJSPONFOUBM QBZNFOUT TIPVME OPU
CF NBEF UP MBOEPXOFST GPS EPJOH MJUUMF
PS OPUIJOH UP UIFJS MBOE  CVU UP QFPQMF
BDUJWFMZ XPSLJOH PO MBOE  FTQFDJBMMZ JO
B NBOOFS UIBU JT CPUI QSPEVDUJWF BOE
FOWJSPONFOUBMMZCFOJHO

"DUJPO1PJOUT
t *O UIF MFTT GBWPVSFE BSFBT IJMM GBSNT   TVCTJEJFT DVSSFOUMZ
supporting an excess of extensive sheep farming should be
redirected to a wider range of activities that support a more
benign ecology and a more vibrant local economy: eg sensitive
afforestation for quality timber and fuelwood, renewable energy,
land improvement, hill crops, local-scale horticulture and
dairying, land management for wildlife and water conservation,
ecotourism and rewilding.
t*OMPXMBOEBSFBT TVCTJEJFTTIPVMECFTUSVDUVSFEUPFODPVSBHF
farms that use labour-intensive practices to combine high levels
of productivity with ecologically benign management.
t*O/BUJPOBM1BSLT "0/#TBOEPUIFSQSPUFDUFEBSFBT QMBOOJOH
policies should provide more readily for the residential and
structural needs of farmers and smallholders managing land in a
manner consistent with the type of landscape being preserved.
t 1MBOOJOH QPMJDJFT TIPVME QSJPSJUJTF PS BMMPDBUF MBOE JO HSFFO
belts around metropolitan areas for small farms, market gardens,
dairies and forestry enterprises providing fresh local food for
city-dwellers and facilities where they can learn about farming,
food production and nature conservation.
t.VDIPSHBOJDBMMZQSPEVDFEGPPEBOEBOJNBMGFFEJTOPUMBCFMMFE
as such because the costs of certification are too high for smallscale producers. The burden of labelling and certification should
instead be borne by farmers who employ chemicals or other
ecologically suspect practices, rather than by organic farmers.
In other words, food products that have been produced using
artificial fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides or genetically modified
materials should be clearly labelled as such.
t  #JPEJWFSTJUZ PĊTFUUJOH TIPVME OPU CF VTFE UP MFHJUJNJTF
development that would not normally be permitted, especially
on ecologically sensitive or locally valued land.
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*ODSFBTFPQQPSUVOJUJFTGPSMBOECBTFEBOEBODJMMBSZMJWFMJIPPET
1PMJDZ0CKFDUJWFT
ǰFSVSBMFDPOPNZJTEJTUJODUGSPNUIFVSCBOFDPOPNZ
JO UIBU JU JT MBOECBTFE BOE MBSHFMZ B QSPWJEFS PG
QSJNBSZ DPNNPEJUJFT 0WFS UIF MBTU DFOUVSZ UIFSF
CFFO B TFWFSF EFDMJOF JO UIF OVNCFS PG KPCT JO UIF
QSJNBSZ DPNNPEJUZ JOEVTUSJFT BHSJDVMUVSF  GPSFTUSZ 
mTIFSJFT  NJOFSBM FYUSBDUJPO FUD  5P TPNF FYUFOU
UIJT IBT CFFO PąTFU CZ PUIFS MBOECBTFE BDUJWJUJFT
DPOTFSWBUJPO MBOE NBOBHFNFOU BOE SVSBM UPVSJTN 
#VUTPNFBSFBTIBWFFYQFSJFODFESVSBMEFQPQVMBUJPO 
XIJMF JO PUIFST TPDBMMFE iSVSBM SFHFOFSBUJPOw IBT
JOWPMWFE DPMPOJ[BUJPO PG BHSJDVMUVSBM JOGSBTUSVDUVSF
CZ GPPUMPPTF VSCBO FOUFSQSJTFT  BOE UIF TQSFBE PG
iEPSNJUPSZ WJMMBHFTw XIFSF UIF NBKPSJUZ PG SFTJEFOUT
DPNNVUFUPOFBSCZUPXOT0OFSFTVMUIBTCFFOBTFWFSF
TIPSUBHF PG FNQMPZNFOU GPS UIPTF QFPQMF  FTQFDJBMMZ
ZPVOH QFPQMF   XIPTF BQUJUVEFT BOE JODMJOBUJPOT BSF
NPSF TVJUFE UP PVUEPPS BOE NBOVBM XPSL  1PMJDJFT
TIPVMECFEFTJHOFEUPJODSFBTFPQQPSUVOJUJFTGPSMBOE
CBTFE MJWFMJIPPET  BOE BODJMMBSZ QSPDFTTJOH GBDJMJUJFT 
XIJDI JO UVSO XPVME TVQQPSU B XJEFS SBOHF PG SVSBM
TFSWJDFT BOE B NPSF WJCSBOU BOE TFMGTVĆDJFOU SVSBM
FDPOPNZ

"DUJPO1PJOUT
t'PSFTUSZQPMJDZJOUIFQBTUFNQIBTJ[FEDIFBQQVMQXPPE 
and left the UK heavily reliant on imports of quality timber.
More recently there has been an overemphasis on amenity
woodland. Forestry grants should be focussed on getting
small and neglected woodlands back into productive use.
New plantations should focus, where feasible, on high value
timber crops (eg hardwoods planted at timber spacings,
larch, Douglas fir, western red cedar and productive
fuelwood) providing a wider range of forestry jobs.

 t ɨF UFSN iSVSBM XPSLFSw  BT VTFE JO  UIF /BUJPOBM
Planning Policy Framework to justify isolated homes in
the countryside, should be clearly defined as referring
to people carrying out jobs that are land-based: ie of
necessity carried out on land in the countryside.
t 3VSBM FYDFQUJPO TJUF QPMJDJFT TIPVME CF FYUFOEFE UP
include live-work premises combining a residence and
employment facilities on the edge of rural settlements,
for self-employed people whose work is not land-based.

t 'JTIFSZ QPMJDJFT   BOE OFHPUJBUJPOT XJUI &6 NFNCFST
concerning the Common Fisheries Policy, should focus
on increasing quota and opportunities for the under-10metre sector, and defend the interest of local fleets against
the monopolization of quota by fishing corporations.

t4VQQPSUTIPVMECFQSPWJEFEGPSUIFDSFBUJPOPGiWJMMBHF
service stations” in rural settlements that combine retail
provision of food and essential goods with post-office and
banking services, car-hire and minibus services, etc (see
also under Transport).

t .PTU EJNFOTJPO CVJMEJOH TUPOF JT JNQPSUFE FWFO
though the UK has ample reserves in many areas. Mineral
development plans should identify localities where there is
a need for and a resource of local stone (and other traditional
building materials) and include policies that make it easy
and attractive for small scale quarries supplying vernacular
building materials to re-open.

t "O  "HSJDVMUVSBM 8BHFT #PBSE TIPVME CF SFJOTUBUFE
with a brief to ensure that wages in land-based industries,
including seasonal work, remain commensurate with
urban wages and with the cost of accommodation and
other living expenses in the countryside.
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&%6$"5*0/
3FDPOOFDUZPVOHQFPQMFXJUIUIFOBUVSBMFOWJSPONFOU
1PMJDZ0CKFDUJWFT
.BOZ TDIPPMDIJMESFO BSF JHOPSBOU PG XIFSF
UIFJSGPPEDPNFTGSPN XIJMFGPSTDIPPMMFBWFST 
RVBMJmDBUJPOT BOE FNQMPZNFOU JO MBOECBTFE
BDUJWJUJFTBSFBDDPSEFEBMPXTUBUVTǰFDVSSFOU
VSCBOCJBTJOFEVDBUJPOOFFETUPCFBEESFTTFE
BOE HSFBUFS FNQIBTJT QMBDFE PO TVTUBJOBCMF
MBOENBOBHFNFOUJOUIF/BUJPOBM$VSSJDVMVN

"DUJPO1PJOUT
t*OUSPEVDFNFBTVSFTUPTVQQPSUTNBMMSVSBMTDIPPMT BOE
prevent their closure.
t &OTVSF UIBU OBUVSF TUVEZ BOE VOEFSTUBOEJOH PG UIF
farmed environment is part of the curriculum in both rural
and urban primary schools. Encourage schools serving
a rural area to make links with local farms, especially
county council farms, and where feasible to take on land,
livestock and equipment for producing food. Encourage
urban schools to make links with city farms, and farms in
the green belt and surrounding areas.
t*ODMVEFMBOENBOBHFNFOU IPSUJDVMUVSF BSBCMFDSPQT 
animal husbandry, forestry etc) as a subject at secondary
schools on a par with academic subjects. Reintroduce the
agricultural and horticultural GCSE. Reinstate the status
of Land Based BTECs in respect of school league tables.
t 4VQQPSU UIF QSPWJTJPO PG IPSUJDVMUVSBM  GBSNJOH BOE
forestry activities for young people and adults with special
needs, in correctional institutions, and as a therapeutic
activity.
t3FJOTUBUFHPWFSONFOUTVQQPSUFEBHSJDVMUVSBMFYUFOTJPO
services providing advice to farmers, especially new
entrants (privatized under the Thatcher and Major
Governments).
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53"/41035
*OWFTUJOUIFSVSBMQVCMJDUSBOTQPSUOFUXPSL JOQBSUJDVMBSUISPVHI
SFFTUBCMJTIJOHUSJCVUBSZTFSWJDFTUPBSUFSJBMSBJMBOEDPBDIOFUXPSLT
1PMJDZ0CKFDUJWFT
1VCMJDUSBOTQPSUJOSVSBMBSFBTJTXPSTFUIBOJU
XBTZFBSTBHP MFBEJOHUPBOVOEVFSFMJBODF
POQSJWBUFNPUPSDBST UIFTPDJBMFYDMVTJPOPG
UIPTFXIPEPOPUESJWF FTQFDJBMMZUIFZPVOH
BOEUIFPME BOEFYDFTTJWFQFSDBQJUBDBSCPO
FNJTTJPOTGPSNBOZSVSBMSFTJEFOUTǰFQPMJDZ
PCKFDUJWFTIPVMECFUPSFEVDFQSJWBUFDBSUSBĆD 
GPTTJM GVFM DPOTVNQUJPO BOE HSFFOIPVTF HBT
FNJTTJPOT UISPVHIQSPWJTJPOPGBXJEFSSBOHF
PG BUUSBDUJWF BOE BąPSEBCMF QVCMJD USBOTQPSU
PQUJPOT

"DUJPO1PJOUT
t3FJOUSPEVDFUIFGVFMEVUZFTDBMBUPS BSBUDIFUFEBOOVBM
increase of carbon tax on petrol and diesel, including red
diesel, with the proceeds earmarked for public transport
provision.
t4DSBQ)4BOEEJWFSUUIFNPOFZUPXBSETSFPQFOJOHBOE
improving branch lines, and bus services and increasing
capacity on the existing network (through longer platforms,
double-decker trains, scrapping first class carriages.)
t1JMPU QSPNPUFBOETVQQPSUWJMMBHFDBS WBOBOENJOJCVT
pools, based in village garage/petrol stations, enabling
people to live in rural areas without reliance on a privately
owned car — and providing a hub for rural employment.
Provision of car pools (in combination with access to
regular public transport services) to become a planning
priority for larger rural housing developments.
t1JMPU QSPNPUFBOETVQQPSUFMFDUSJDDBSBOECJDZDMFIJSF
services at railway stations serving rural hinterlands.
t #FTU BOE NPTU WFSTBUJMF BHSJDVMUVSBM MBOE  BOE BSFBT PG
high environmental or landscape quality should not be
sacrificed for unsustainable transport schemes (whether
roads, rail or new runways) whose effect will be to generate
more traffic.
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